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Crystal Verhaeghe, Executive Director 

Tsilhqotôin National Government 

Phone: 250-392-3918 (ext.118) 

Email: tng-director@tsilhqotin.ca 

A MESSAGE FROM TNG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Linda Hillegeist 

Finance Manager 

finance@tsilhqotin.ca 

Happy Easter to everyone! 
 

I hope that everyone enjoys a wonderful long weekend and 
rejuvenates their spirits.  
 

In the last month the TNG has been busy completing      
programs, reporting and accounting for the last fiscal year. 
On April 11 the TNG closed for an annual spring cleaning. 
Although it was a lot of work we as staff enjoyed one        
anotherôs company. Everyone had an  opportunity to        
rearrange their rooms and clean our shared working spac-
es.  
 

Mid-March the TNG advertised to fill the TNG Mining, Oil 
and Gas Manager position. This is a senior level position. 
By May this position will be filled. 
 

Please enjoy the reports of the TNG staff.  

FINANCE MANAGER  

Over the last 6 weeks I have worked closely with the TNG staff and management in preparation of 

the year end close and start- up of the 2011-2012 fiscal-year. 

This is a very busy time and we are actively working on finalizing our budgets and streamlining 

financial processes to ensure a positive and productive year. 

Outside of the TNG I am involved in the administration and finance for the River West Forest 
Products mill and have worked closely with the Board of Directors to see a successful start-up of 
your mill. 

When not working I enjoy spending time with my partner and my son. I am an avid gardener and 

am anxiously waiting for spring to appear! 

For those of you who do not know me, my name is Linda Hillegeist and I 
joined the TNG team as their Finance Manager on March 8

th
, 2011. 

Just before joining the TNG I spent a very enjoyable 25 months as the 
Finance Officer with the Yunesitôin Government. My background includes 
in excess of 26 years working in administration and finance management 
for industry, mainly in the forestry sector. 
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Norma Myers 

Acting Executive Assistant 

norma@tsilhqotin.ca 

Janet Petal 

Acting Indian Registry Administrator 

janet@tsilhqotin.ca 

Janet Petal will be at TNG to help with status cards every Friday 

from 8:30am-4:00pm Closed between 12:00pm-1:00pm. 

 

Cost for Tsilhqotôin Communities ééééééééé.éé$10 

Other Bandsééééééééééééééééééé...$25 

Stephanie Leon 

Internship 

sleon@tsilhqotin.ca 

Sharmon Alphonse 

Stewardship Department Assistant 

admin@tsilhqotin.ca 

INDIAN REGISTRY  

ADMINISTRATION  

Happy Easter! 

The Administrative Staff have been busy assisting with all areas of year end.  With support from 

our staff at TNG we continue to have potluck luncheons and a team effort to clean inside TNG 

building on April 11, 2011. 

A copy of the newsletter can be sent to you as a PDF file. To request a copy of our newsletter 

please send an email to sleon@tsilhqotin.ca and in the subject box write newsletter PDF.   

Sechanelyagh 

Cecily Billyboy 

Reception 

cecily@tsilhqotin.ca 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=9960738&id=608885721


 

 

EMPLOYMENT  

 

Daana Gilpin 

Employment Coordinator 

employment@tsilhqotin.ca 
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Schedule: April 2011 

 

Tuesday April 5, 2011         - Yunesitin Govôt Office visit 

Wednesday April 6, 2011    - Alexis Creek Indian Band visit 

Saturday April 9, 2011        - Bowl for Kidôs Sake fundraising event @ Bowling 
Alley 2pm ï 4pm 

Monday April 11, 2011     - TNG offices closed for spring cleaning day.  BBBS 
Committee Meeting 6-7pm     @ BBBS Office 

Tuesday April 12, 2011       - FNALA Directorôs Meeting @ FNALA office in Kam-
loops 9:00am ï 5:00pm 

Wednesday April 13, 2011 - FNALA Directorôs Meeting @ FNALA office in Kam-
loops 

Thursday April 14, 2011     - Tlôetinqox-tin Government Office visit 

Tuesday April 19, 2011       - All Nations Heritage Day @ Longhouse 9:00am ï 
5:00pm 

Wednesday April 20, 2011  - Xeni Gwetôin First Nations Government Office visit 

Tuesday April 26, 2011       - ?Esdilagh First Nations visit @ Reserve office 

Thursday April 28, 2011      - Toosey Indian Band visit 

Committee Involvement: 

-First Nations Agriculture Lending Association (FNALA) based in Kamloops, BC ï current Director for     
Chilcotin Region. Meet for the AGM once a year.  Communicate mostly by email, phone and fax.   
-Big Brotherôs Big Sisterôs (BBBS) Committee member ï Meet with committee at least once a month.     
Communicate by phone, email and fax. 
-Heritage Committee member ï Meet with committee once a month.  Communication by phone, email and 
fax. 

Date: Community: 

Tues May 3, 2011 Yunesitin Govôt Office 

Thurs May 5, 2011 Alexis Creek Indian Band 

Wed May 11, 2011 Tlôetinqox-tin Govôt Office 

Wed May 18, 2011 Xeni Gwetôin First Nations Govôt 

Tues May 24, 2011 ?Esdilagh First Nations 

Thurs May 26, 2011 Toosey Indian Band 

Schedule: May 2011 
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TSILHQOTõIN HEALTH HUB          

NEWSLETTER  

March  

2011 

253 -4th  Avenue North  

Williams Lake BC  

Phone:  250 392-3918/ Fax  250 398-5798 

Vision:  

Tsilhqotõin Health Hub 

Communities work       

together to support      

wellness that is rooted in 

our traditional         

knowledge and practices 

and that makes use of 

health services 

Mission:  

Communities within the 

Tsilhqotõin Nation work 

together to collaborate, 

communicate and plan 

for improved health     

services to its members. 

Health Hub Coordinators Report 

By Connie Jasper 

March madness has now passed.  We are now working on a new 

year.  There have been some changes in Health Directors and I 

would like to welcome Bryan Yellow Horn who is the new Health     

Director at Yunesitôin and Shield Sort is now the Health Director     

at ?Esdilagh.  I would like to thank the past Health Director              

at ?Esdilagh Dina Unra for her contribution to the Health Hub over 

this past year.   

Over the past year we have been informing communities about the 

changes that are happening with the deliverance of health care to 

First Nations in BC.  Now the time has come to vote on whether we 

want that to happen.  Meetings will be held in April in communities to 

give more information and get feedback before signing of the    

Framework Agreement.  Please free to attend these meetings in your 

community. 

Community Meeting Dates  

    Yunesitõin   April 12, 2011  

    Tlõetinqox-tõin   April 13, 2011  

    Tsi Deldel             April 27, 2011  

    Toosey              April 28, 2011  

    ?Esdilagh                  May (Date to be announced)  

 Xeni     May 2, 2011  (1:00 PM)  
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TSILHQOTõIN HEALTH HUB          

NEWSLETTER  

March  

2011 

          Tripartite First Nations Health Plan 

 

An Agreement has been made between the Federal Government, the Provincial Government and 

BC First Nations to deliver Health Care Services to First Nations People in BC.  

First Nations Health Society has been formed to be the governing body for these services. 

A Framework Agreement has been developed and now needs approval from First Nations in BC in 

order for the money to be transferred. 

 

So Why The Need to Change 

 

Up until now health programs and services for First Nations in BC have been delivered primarily by 

the federal and provincial governments.  At times this approach has been fragmented and has led to 

gaps in services which as contributed to the health status of First Nations remaining significantly   

below that of other British Columbians.   

Some First Nations leaders in BC believe that there is a better way.  Both Alaska and New Zealand 

have tried models similar to what we are undertaking.   It will give First Nations people greater     

control over the design and delivery of their own health care and it will support health care that is 

culturally sensitive.  It will also build skills and leadership in First Nations Communities. 

253 -4th  Avenue North  

Williams Lake BC  

Phone:  250 392-3918/ Fax  250 398-5798 

Connie Jasper  

Health HUB Coordinator 

health@tsilhqotin.ca 
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TSILHQOTõIN HEALTH HUB          

NEWSLETTER  

253 -4th  Avenue North  

Williams Lake BC  

Phone:  250 392-3918/ Fax  250 398-5798 

What will be Transferred 
The following programs will be transferred from Health Canada ïBC Region to the 

First Nations Health Authority: 

Å Children and youth programs (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, Canada Prenatal Nutrition     
Program, Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve, Maternal and Child Health); 
 

Å Chronic Disease Programs and Injury Prevention (Aboriginal Diabetes Initiative, Injury             
Prevention); 
 

Å Primary Care (Community Primary Health Care and Nursing Services, Oral Health Care, First   
Nations Home and Community Care); 
 

Å Communicable disease control programs (Vaccine Preventable Diseases (Immunization), Blood 
Borne Disease and Sexually Transmitted Infections (HIV/AIDS), Respiratory Infections 
(Tuberculosis, Pandemic Influenza); 
 

Å Mental Health and Addictions Programs (Building Healthy Communities, Brighter   Futures,      
National Native Alcohol and Drug Abuse); 
 

Å Environmental Health and Research Programs; 
 

Å Health Governance/Infrastructure Support (E-health solutions, Aboriginal Health Human          
Resources Initiative, Aboriginal Health Transition Fund (as replaced by the Health Services         
Integration Fund in 2010), Health Careers Program); 
 

Å Health facilities and capital maintenance; 
 

Å Youth Solvent Abuse Program, National Aboriginal Youth Suicide Prevention Program; 
 

Å Indian Residential Schools Resolution Health Support; and 
 

Å The Non Insured Health Benefit Plan (including medical travel, health and dental benefits) 
 

We Need Approval From Leadership and Community Members to Proceed.  
Please voice your opinions and concerns at Community Meetings.  Signing 

of this agreement will take place in May if approved. 

March  

2011 
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Williams Lake BC  
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TSILHQOTõIN HEALTH HUB          

NEWSLETTER  

Bryan Yellow Horn - Yunesitôin Health Director 
 

Okii Tsanitaipiwa.  Hello how is it going?  My name is Bryan Yellow Horn (liakitsimohkitaipiwa) Ear-
ly Dawn Rider.  I am originally from Pikunii Nation (Peigan Nation) member of the Blackfoot  Nation 
confederacy, from southern Alberta.  My parents are late Edward and Dorothy Yellow Horn.  My 
grandparents are the late John and Elsie Yellow Horn on my dadôs side and the late Victor and Le-
nora North Peigan on my momôs side.  My Great grandfather Thomas Yellow Horn and      grandfa-
ther John Yellow Horn were Chiefs of my people the North Peigans from 1922 to 1966.  I come 
from a family of 11 with 5 brothers and 5 sisters.  Both of my parents come from large     families 
and have family its to most of the Blackfoot communities including South Peigans located in North-
ern Montana.  I grew up on the Peigan Reservation, went to residential school on the     reserve 
and went to public school and graduated from high school.  I went to college and university in Leth-
bridge Alberta.  I have 5 children, 4 from a previous relationship and one with my present wife Eila 
Quilt.  I worked with my community and coached hockey, basketball, volleyball, baseball and rode-
os while working in my community.  I played basketball with the Peigan Redskins for over 10 years 
where we won and dominated basketball in Alberta, Canada and the United States.  In the early 
90s my wife wanted to move home to work with her people the Tsilhqotôin.  I decided to move with 
her and work in the area.  I appreciate the community of Yunesitôin (Stone) for giving me the oppor-
tunity to work with them and adopting me.  I have worked with other communities in the Cariboo as 
an administrator and lately doing consulting work with them.  I am currently working with Yunesitôin 
as the Health Directors. 

Dora Grinder - Tsi Deldel  Health Director 

Born and raised at Redstone Reserve to Tommy Joe and Yelleucy Hunlin with seven siblings.     
Attended the Day School at Redstone and later at a public elementary school in Puntzi Mountain 
BC, and graduated from Revel stoke Secondary School in Revel stoke BC.  After several years of 
working registered in the NITEP program in Williams Lake and later attended the University of    
British Columbia to obtain a Teaching Degree.  Having worked for a short time as a Primary School 
Teacher she worked with youth at the Williams Lake Junior High School.  Currently her interest is 
in Administration rather than teaching, and the background in teaching has helped her in this field.  
Being an administrator, in various non-profit organizations she especially enjoyed working with 
Punky Lake Wilderness Camp, where she supervised staff and worked with youth, adults, elders 
and professional people in the justice field.  Her husband and she delivered the (Tsilhqotôin)     
Chilcotin Aboriginal Perception Training for the members of the RCMP, and the Youth Correctional 
workers in the Cariboo/Chilcotin area.  Has had an opportunity to work as an Alcohol Policy Project 
Coordinator for Tlôetinqox for a few years assisting the Provincial Coordinator is creating this     
project with the members.  In January 2011 she was hired as a Health Director at the Redstone 
Health Clinic.  Is currently enrolled in the Aboriginal Health Management on line studies at UBC. 

Married to Earl Grinder, have two adult boys and three grandchildren.   Speaks, reads and writes 
as well as teaches the Tsilhqotôin (Chilcotin) language.  Having been raised in a traditional family 
environment, loves spending time with the Grandchildren, their pet dogs and cats. 

file://is
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Randy Billyboy 

Fisheries Guardian 

rbillyboy@tsilhqotin.ca 

Paul Grinder  

Fisheries Coordinator 

paul@tsilhqotin.ca 

FISHERIES  

April 2011 Fisheries Update by Randy Billyboy 

Mar 1 - Project Management Workshop UFFCA in Prince George headed by Brian Toth,  Pe-
ter Nicklin and Lisa Hardy.  Paul and Gerald attended this meeting. 

I was with the Tlôetinqox community helping with chaperone duties for some of their 
youths skiing at Sun Peaks. For the duration we arrived in Kamloops at the Sandman 
Inn Feb. 27 that evening. There were about 28 of us all together.  Feb 28 was our 
first day of skiing.  We had fun registering everyone for rentals.  I have not skied in a 
long time. Thanks again to Tlôetinqox office and the education department for the    
opportunity. 

 

Mar 2/3 - Day 2 & 3 of Fisheries Resources and Issues in the UFFCA watersheds Workshops 
in Prince George.  Paul, Gerald and I attended.  Great workshop, everyone got to 
see what issues they see within their    territory and what habitat needs should be 
done.  Itôs been too long that DFO or MOE have not addressed the need for habitat 
protection and rehabilitation work. 

 

Mar 8/9 - AFS Agreement meeting in Prince George with David Reedman.  Paul attended this. 
 

Mar 10/11 - I attended the First Nations Fisheries Council meeting held at the Prince George 
Friendship Centre. First day was regarding the Co-management Dialogue.  Tier One 
(First Nation to First Nation only).  Objectives ï Identify ways to improve current  
practices, better communications and improve conservation measures with weak 
salmon stocks.  This was a major concern for Upper Fraser First Nations that hardly 
ever food fish to conserve their stocks.  Habitat issues and treaty process is another 
concern.   

 Day 2 ï Community Dialogue session regarding Sec. 35.1 Food, Social &           Cer-
emonial Fisheries.  Presentation were done on Upper and Lower First Nations fisher-
ies. Still concerns with over fishing and habitat issues. 
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Mar 15 - Tlôetinqox Chief and Council meeting at 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  The agenda was long 
and the last 3 concerns werenôt address due to time.  Another date was scheduled for 
March 29 at  5 pm. 

 

Mar 16 - Tlôetinqox Chief and Council meeting regarding HOUSING issues at 9:00 am to 12:30 
pm.  Next meeting will be March 30 from 9 am to 12:30 again. 

 

Mar 17 - 10 am Pacific Integrated Commercial Fisheries Initiatives, discussion on work plan for 
upcoming implementation fisheries for the Chilcotin/Chilko River.  It will be another Dip 
Net Fishery method.  Landing Sites may be put in place so the community can get an 
opportunity to partially sell their catch.  It all depends on estimated returns coming   
fishing season.   

 

Mar. 17 - UFFCA Board of Directors meeting at the Quesnel Sandman Inn at 5:00 pm. Paul and 
I attended this meeting.  Mostly dealing with year end and auditing issues. 

 

Mar 18 - UFFCA General meeting in Quesnel Sandman Inn from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Paul,   
Gerald, Chris and I attended this meeting.  Went through previous action items and 
discuss year end concerns and auditing issues.  Not much for updates since 3 speak-
ers werenôt there. 

 

Mar 22 - Alexis Creek community Sentinel Stocks update regarding Chinook Salmon in the 
Chilko River system (Summer 5Įs).  2

nd
 year for this project.  Last year Gerald Wil-

liams, Leonard English Jr and Patrick Grey helped DFO with this project.   95 % tagged 
or transmitted had spawned.  Extension regarding success rate. 

 

Mar 25 - Tsilhqotôin Stewardship Council meeting at 10 am over at the Alley Katz. 
 

Mar 28 - PICFI Implementation Fork Lift Training at the TNG 9 am till 12:30. Afternoon was the 
hands on Fork Lift operation.  Six people from TNG and six people from NSTQ      
Fisheries enrolled. 

 

Mar 29 - Tlôetinqox Chief and Council meeting at Anaham 5 pm to 10 pm. 
 

Mar 30 - Stewardship meeting 10 am to 3 pm. 
 

Apr 20 - Tlôetinqox General Band meeting  at the school gym 1 pm. 
 

Upcoming Events 

Apr 26 - Consultation Workshop with the UFFCA, open to anyone.  Meeting in Williams Lake. 
 

Apr 27/28 - Regional PICFI group meeting at the TNG boardroom from 9 am to 2 pm. 
 

Apr 27 - Tlôetinqox Community General Band meeting - Denisiqi Boardroom in Williams Lake. 
 

Apr 28 - UFFCA Board of Directors meeting in Williams Lake - Williams Inn 5 pm. 
 

Apr 29 - UFFCA General meeting in Williams Lake - 9 am to 4 pm at the Williams Inn. 



 

 

GIS ANALYSTS &  

PORTAL ADMINISTRATORS  

 

Mary Thurow and Sarah Gash  

 GIS Analysts  

mary@tsilhqotin.ca and sarah@tsilhqotin.ca  
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Spring is on its way!  And with it we can be happy that 
March is over and are looking forward to a new fiscal year.   
 

March saw a great amount of activity for the GIS staff at 
TNG.  In addition to completing and following up with      
invoicing from the past year, Mary and Sarah have been 
hard at work ensuring all the deliverables for the BC       
Capacity Initiative project have been met.  Now we will   
being the task of summarizing work completed and          
reporting on the project completion to BCCI.  Work       
completed under this project in the past month includes the 
following: 

¶ Research and compilation of data for addition to Map layer component of the TNG       
Stewardship Portal. 

¶ Documentation of checklist and guide for Government users. 

¶ Schedule and attendance of several Community Meetings. 

¶ Update and upload files to the Document Download page. 

¶ Release of revisions to portal map layers component to incorporate better styling,          
symbology, access, and querying functions. 

¶ Provide updates to Tsilhqotôin Stewardship Council. 

¶ Preliminary base plan mapping for Mining Policy development ï to support Mining, Oil and 
Gas   Coordinator work. 

 

And as we wrap up the BCCI deliverables for 2010-2011, we have just received word that our    
2011-2012 application for the same funding has been recommended for Phase II of the selection 
process.  We are very excited to have this news and are pleased that our applications have been 
recommended twice in two years.  Over the next couple of weeks we will begin the process of       
expanding on the details of the application to meet the requirements of Phase II so we can initiate 
the project as soon as possible.  Watch future newsletters for details of the project. 

 

The revised Tsilhqotôin National Government Stewardship Planning Portal has been in use for over 2 
months now and we have received good feedback and constructive ideas about how to improve  
certain features.  We are very pleased with the results.  Sarah and Mary continue to troubleshoot for 
all users, register new users, and update documentation to reflect the changes that are included in 
the new version.  Geoborealis, our Portal developer, has just completed the migration of the         
Maplayers component of the Portal to the new version.  We have been notified of a few coding     
issues that still need to be looking into, however our developer has provided work around while they 
make the necessary changes.  While we waited for the release of Maplayers Portal Administration 
has been supplementing Natural Resource Workers with hardcopy TUS maps.  Mary and Sarah 
have also continued to provide more detailed mapping for the Natural Resource Workers to support 
their referral work where needed.  



 

 

Chad Stump 

Natural Resource Worker 

chad@tsilhqotin.ca 

Hello,  

Itôs been very busy here in TNG for the March month.  Year end and 
deadlines for the departments has been going through. Weôve still been 
plugging away at our projects us Natural Resource Workers. Hereôs 
some of the Projects Iôve been trying my best to complete.  

Moose: 

Moose has been a big issue with our communities for a long time.   Pop-
ulations are not satisfactory to our people and we continue to voice that 
concern over and over. Iôm working on referrals that deal with       Alloca-
tions to Guiders and resident hunters. These referral are pretty  important 
referrals that we canôt let slip by without our concerns. This year we will 
encounter another 5 year allocation for Moose harvest in  
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We have had numerous mapping requests for TNG projects as well as for mapping work at the  
community level.  In particular we have completed mapping for a land use planning project for 
Tlôesqox.  Esdilagh has been provided with overview maps for use in a land use planning exercise. 
We have also recently received LIDAR data for the Tletôinqox area.  We will be using the data to   
design and plan drainage for meadow systems. TNG has also provided Xeni Gwetôin with some 
mapping for the Chilko Round Table Discussions.  Again, it is very positive and exciting to be a part 
of such gainful and knowledge producing work.   
 

We have begun some elder interviews at Anaham over the past month and hope to continue this in-
to the spring.  If you have any suggestions to help us prioritize and select elders for interviewing, for 
any of the communities, please let us know.   
 

The GIS Analysts will be exploring existing and new ways to communicate and share information 
with the six Tsilhqotôin communities.  Included in this is finding new ways to expand the use of the 
Portal by the communities as a site to get information about TNG.  The Document Download Page 
has been reinstated and you can find information on how the Portal works and other                   
communications there.  Anyone wanting to access the portal, or just to take a look, should visit 
www.tngportal.ca/tng_doc_links.php and email the completed Portal Access Form to the Portal    
Administrator at portaladmin@tsilhqotin.ca.  Other mapping requests can be emailed to 
mary@tsilhqotin.ca or sarah@tsilhqotin.ca. 

Sechanalyagh 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Region 5. This is going to be the focus of my time for this spring and summer going into fall. Reading 
and monitoring allocations Iôve found that Guiding numbers have gone down quite   considerably 
while populations have stated an increase in Moose population. This is only based on one         pop-
ulation study in the Charleyboy Writ. This year we will find out where the numbers are for Moose.  
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NATURAL RESOURCES CONTINUED  

Throughout the term of Moose sub-committee work, Iôve voiced concerns of how population       
numbers are attained. The answer keeps coming back as the best scientific information possible is 
used when gathering this population number. I myself still feel itôs not as accurate as it should be. 
But for now we will have to go on numbers provided. These random stratification surveys cost       
approximately $100,000 dollars to do one unit of 6 for every allocation period. Or if the funds are 
available one per year. 6 units and one survey every 3 years I do not feel is satisfactory.  
 

Understanding this process was quite a task and we went through many meetings and many     
questions before I could finally grasp how this was done. There still is outstanding issues that I have 
for allocations of Moose in the Tsilhqotôin Territory. But due to the fact our TFA does not permit a 
long standing committee strictly to deal with Moose, Iôve had to wait for the new Level 4 engagement 
request from Government to keep working on this project. This will come through the portal very 
soon I presume and when it does, a new committee will be created again and we will continue to 
work on Moose management and Moose concerns for our lands.  
 

Referrals 

For the last while Iôve been able to work on many Tolko referrals that are within Zone B of the TFA         
agreement. Thereôs many different referrals that come through our portal that we have to answer 
and respond to. Some of the Key ones I can mention are, Woodlot referrals in ?Esdilagh, Forestry in 
Tlôetinqox and ?Esdilagh and some water referrals for Dust control. Iôm currently working on some 
Mining referrals until the Mining, Oil & Gas Manager Position is filled. I have one in the Clisbako  
Territory and also a Mount Polley Mine life    extension.  
 

Hopefully in the future weôll be able to start taking more and more of our community members on our 
field trips. Itôs been a long winter and therefore Iôve had to do some field trips with Sleds and Snow 
shoes. Now that the snow will be disappearing I think it great that I can start taking more and more 
people with me. If you interested in coming along if I ever go into your community please do not hes-
itate to call me at the TNG     office. And I can arrange something when Iôve got a referral near your 
community.  

Wildlife Policy 

Our wildlife policy has been on my agenda for quite some time now. Iôve been working hard on it and 
presenting it where I can. Trina has helped me on this project and I think weôve got a workable draft 
to go before Chiefs again this month. I did present this on March 30

th
 in the Denisiqi Chiefs and 

Stewardship department meeting. This policy will be brought to the communities next. Iôll be        
contacting each community to try and get out and bring this policy to the people for their input. If you 
have any ideas of how I can better get the information out please feel free to contact me with your 
great ideas.  
 

General 

So far its been steady for me here in TNG. The work load is always high and I keep very busy. I 
know sometimes itôs very difficult to get out and visit but Iôve been trying hard to get to each commu-
nity. This month Iôll try to go farther out into the further communities for a visit. If you have any   
questions that you think I could answer for you please call me and Iôm sure I can find out what you 
are looking for. Take care everyone and have  great day.  
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Trina Setah 

Community Natural          

Resource Worker 

trina@tsilhqotin.ca 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONTINUED  

Meetings were held with the community members to seek input, and the recommendations were then 
added to the document.  This document will be implemented once it has been approved by the com-
munities ï their respective Chief and Council, and Tsilhqotôin Council of Chiefs.  The information will 
be presented by power point in the communities in the nearby future, but we wonôt have confirmed 
dates until the next Stewardship Council Meeting.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact your 
local Stewardship Council rep (as there is two designated from each community).   

The Wildlife Policy has been reviewed and presented on the following dates and meetings; 

¶ February 25, 2011 - Stewardship Council review    

¶ March 5, 2011 - Tsilhqotôin Framework Agreement Working Group 

¶ March 25, 2011 - Stewardship Council  

¶ March 30, 2011 - Council of Chiefs and their Council 

To date my contract has been extended till the end of June, but it is 
based on funding.  I have had a very educational experience for the    
duration of my time while on board with the Tsilhqotôin National         
Government; Stewardship Department.  I look forward to more new    
experiences, and open to anything at the moment.  If I continue to work 
with Tsilhqotôin National Government;    Stewardship Department I would 
consider it a blessing.  The Stewardship    Department is a very dynamic 
team; referrals and all of the other added duties that come with the     
position.   

Wildlife Policy: 

This policy was to be developed with the interests of the Tsilhqotôin to 
ensure that the needs of the wildlife, ecosystem and our people were 
looked after.   

Next Steps: Presentations with Power Point & Wildlife Policy (organize dates for the following) 

¶ Community Presentations  

¶ Community Chief and Council Meetings 

¶ Tsilhqotôin Council of Chiefs  
 

Tsilhqotôin Framework Agreement Phase 2 Amendments 

I have had the opportunity to participate with the TFA Working Group for phase 2 implementation.  To 
highlight on a few, here are some examples of improvements through-out the process such as; 

¶ Timelines; effective date for referrals (Referral Meetings ï is the effective date for the         
Engagement Requests) 

¶ Economic Development Implementation Plan 

¶ Recognition of the Tsilhqotôin Engagement Provisions such as the Policies (Mining & Wildlife) 
that are in draft form.   

¶ Supporting a process for Third Party engagement with Tsilhqotôin ï MOUôs (as an example) 

¶ Improving the process for decisions regarding Level changes to engagement requests  

¶ TN Engagement Requests 

¶ Engagement Process Criteria Table ï edits 

If you have any questions regarding this process, feel free to contact any of the Stewardship           
Department staff. 



 

 

Pag e 15 

TSILHQOTôIN ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONTINUED   

The information has been reviewed and presented on the following dates and meetings; 

¶ Xeni Chief and Council/Community; Thursday January 27, 2011 

¶ Tsi Deldel Chief and Council; Tuesday February 1, 2011 

¶ Yunesitôin Chief and Council; Thursday February 10, 2011 

¶ Stewardship Council; Friday February 25, 2011.   

¶ Joint Resource Council; Friday February 25, 2011 

¶ Stewardship Council, Friday March 25, 2011  

¶ Joint Resource Council; Friday March 25, 2011 

¶ Council of Chiefs and their Council; Wednesday March 30, 2011  
 

Next Steps: Presentations with Power Point and organize dates for the following; 

¶ Community Presentations  

¶ Community Chief and Council Meetings 

¶ Tsilhqotôin Council of Chiefs  
 

TNG Stewardship Council Meeting; Friday April 29, 2011 (10 am ï 12 pm) 

Joint Resource Council Meeting; Friday April 29, 2011 (1 pm ï 3 pm) 

¶ Where: Yunesitôin Office 

¶ Lunch is provided 

¶ Everyone is welcome to observe 

Update on Referrals:  

I have taken on 15 referrals to date.  This has been a very educational process for me, and     
working independently on a lot of the referrals in these past few months. 

I have been quite busy over the past three weeks completing the referral responses.   
 

Other Updates:  

The Federal Government is undergoing another election, so if there are any people who are not in 
support of the current way things are going in the CA Government; it would be a good idea to put 
in your vote. 
 

Federal Election 2011 

A federal election has been called for May 2, 2011.  For more information, visit Elections Canadaôs 
website at www.elections.ca or call 1-800-463-6868 (toll-free in Canada and the United States.) 

Elections Canada website: www.elections.ca 

Elections Canada toll-free phone line: 1-800-463-6868 
 

A quote to share;  

ñAmong the Indians there have been no written laws. Customs handed down from generation to 

generation have been the only laws to guide them. Every one might act different from what was 

considered right did he choose to do so, but such acts would bring upon him the censure of the 

Nation.... This fear of the Nation's     censure acted as a mighty band, binding all in one social, 

honourable compact.ò   - Tecumseh Shawnee 

http://www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/shawnee.html
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Hello everyone:   

For the past two months I have been working on several                         

projects ï mostly related to fisheries but also wrapping up Silviculture 

training program funded through the Western Economic Diversification 

program.  As is the case every year, March comes with a flurry of activity 

to complete projects that end with the completion of the fiscal year 

(March 31).  I submitted the final claim and report for the silviculture  

training program and received the balance of funding entitled to us under 

the funding agreement.  The table below summarizes the programôs     

accomplishments from August 2009 to November 2010: 

Training Course # Trainees Passing Course 

Danger Tree Assessor (3 modules) 8 

Business of Communicating 8 

GPS Locator 2 

Intro to Silv. Surveys Module 1 10 

GPS & Ozi Explorer Training 10 

Intro to Silv. Surveys Module 2 6 

Level 1 1st Aid 54 

Transport Endorsement 51 

Leadership Development 3 

S100/S185 147 

S212, S-235, S-230, ICS Incident Command Systems 65 

Herbicide Applicator 5 

S100 Refresher 14 

Power Saw Safety 11 

Crew Boss 66 

Silviculture Surveys 18 

Danger Tree Assessor (2 modules) 13 

Faller Certification 12 

Danger Tree Assessor (parks Module) 9 

DTA (Harvesting and silviculture module) 17 

DTA (Wildland Fire Safety module) 23 

Advanced Silviculture Surveying 3 

Level 3 First Aid 1 

All courses 556 
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The end of March also coincided with the completion of the 2010 sockeye Demonstration          

Commercial Fishery program.  It was a year of learning during which we realized that a number of 

options are still open to us for operating an environmentally sustainable fishery that provides a     

significant economic return to the Nation and individual communities.  The Chilcotin River is home to 

one of the largest, most consistent sockeye runs in the Fraser River system and therefore offers us 

a viable opportunity for economic development in fisheries.  This past year had us focusing on     

carrying a test dip net fishery.  Crews from TNG and Xeni Gwetôin harvested 597 fish.  437 of these 

were processed by a commercially licensed processing facility.  Those harvested by Xeni Gwetôin 

crews were kept for internal use by the community and its members.  167 were processed into fillets, 

hot smoked, cold smoked and candied salmon.  These 167 fish are being sold through the Cariboo 

Growerôs Co-op and at the TNG office. 
 

The Upper Fraser Fisheries Conservation Alliance is currently preparing a Business Plan for a    

commercial fishery enterprise, which would coordinate and manage fisheries conducted by all the 

upper Fraser First Nations who choose to be included in the enterprise.   Through this enterpriseôs 

business plan, another demonstration fishery is being planned for this coming year.  We are         

currently planning for a fishery that will use dip netting and beach seining on the Chilcotin River.  A 

purse seine fishery could be tested for 2 or 3 days if interest and willingness at the community levels 

is indicated.  Site locations for establishing a weir harvest system are also being examined through 

the Spring.   
 

During the last week of March I attended the National Aboriginal Fisheries Forum in Dartmouth, No-

va Scotia along with a number of other representatives of BC interior and coastal First Nations.  We 

learned a lot about Atlantic First Nationsô (Mi'Kmaq, Innu, and others) history, struggles and  suc-

cesses with being involved in Canadian Commercial Fisheries.  I have invited Audrey Mayes, Fisher-

ies Coordinator for the Assembly of First Nations to TNG for April 27 and 28 to attend      meetings 

about certification, branding, marketing and monitoring BC inland First Nations salmon products and 

fisheries.  She is currently working on national Aboriginal policies on branding and   certification of 

First Nations fisheries. 
 

Currently I am working on a Tsilhqotôin Nation Community Fisheries Profile.  I will be visiting each 

community to meet with and interview key people involved in fisheries.  The meetings will be held 

through the second week of May and will be used to prepare a Profile report that documents       

fisheries issues, priorities, capacity and economic development aspirations of each community.  The 

project is being funded through the Upper Fraser Fisheries Conservation Alliance. 
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Gene Cooper  

Forestry Liaison Worker  

gene@tsilhqotin.ca 

I have missed some of my reporting to the communities so here is a report 

that reflects back a few months and moves up to current activities. If you 

have any questions regarding my report please donôt hesitate to come in 

and see me  

January 2010  

¶ ID829 is in Palmer Lake Area and is presently completed for Tolko to 
move forward on this permit.  

¶ ID1456 is in Beavertail Lake Area and recommendations were met.  

¶ Contacted with West Fraser to ensure that their referrals are all updated and see if there are 
any outstanding concerns or ways to improve in how referrals are done.  

¶ Update Tolkoôs FSP to the Stewardship Council Representatives. Reps are aware of what we 
are protecting and what the FSP contains within it.  

¶ Ministry of Forest meeting in regards to ATV usage in certain areas.  
 

February 2010  

¶ Reported to Tsilhqotôin Stewardship Council Meeting on WLTSA information to gather      
concerns or ideas on improving or correcting situations.  

¶ Worked on Tolko FSP with Stone and responding to the FSP Referral.  

¶ Reviewed and talked to West Fraser on the following permits; ID1143, ID453, ID454, ID882, 
ID903, ID1023, ID1057, ID1058, ID1173, ID1211, ID1267, ID1476, ID1531, ID1484, ID486 
and ID404.  

 

March 2010  

¶ Worked on Tolko Referrals ID1993, 1995 which were amendments to ID872 & ID1994.  
 

April 2010  

Snowdrift concerns on a permit in Palmer Area. Set up meeting and also did pre-work with the   
individual just so that the individual knew what all took place on the referral.  

Dealt with Tolko FSP.    
 

May 2010  

¶ Met with John Liscomb  

¶ Jason Kerley about these referrals (CP860, CP861, CP862 & CP869 of Tolko's). We are    

doing the final referral work to satisfy consultation process with the government.   

¶ Working with ID2391 Forest health Treatment that Tolko is proposing.  
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June 2010  

¶ I completed write up on ID2587 for Tolko which is located in the Anaham and Raven Lake Ar-

ea.  

¶ Dealt with Jason Kerley on Tolkoôs Cutting Permit 860-862 and 869 and decided that a field trip 

on this permit would satisfy their process for consultation. This was completed on June 17, 

2010 with a Tolko Representative.  

¶ Joint consultation with Alkali Lake Band. Sent Alkali my comments on Tolkoôs   Cutting Permit 

Blocks WE0126-WE0142 to satisfy the government.  

¶ Dealt with government consultation process with Murray Speed regarding ID1211 of West    

Fraser.  Archaeology Impact Assessments were to address some of the concerns on this     

permit. There were block changes made to address the concerns.  

¶ Worked on ID2176 in the Tautri Lake Area with Tolko. We had our meeting and went over the 

changes made to the blocks and I added comments of the meeting to the portal. 
 

July 2010  

¶ Field trip on ID2587 in the Anaham and Raven Lake area with Tolko on the field trip in regards 

to the cattle we had seen to Anaham.  

¶ Review on ID2987 of West Fraser. 

¶ Worked on ID3035 in the Taharti Lake Area.  

¶ Field trip out with Tolko near Lawrence and Tonyôs place.  
 

August 2010  

We had our referral meeting to go over the referrals coming in and make sure that someone is on 
them and that we meet deadlines for these referrals. Due to fires this year, not much forestry activity 
took place and I took a week off at the end of the month as well.  
 

September 2010  

ID2985 in Churn Creek area was near streams so made recommendations for buffering the streams, 
etc. Just a field visit needs to be done now.  

Tsilhqotôin Stewardship Department had a referral meeting to make sure we are assigned            
outstanding referrals and give updates on ones we are working on.  Trina and I went out in the field 
with Jeff Alexander on the Lone Valley Referral and checked out Hungry Valley as well just so that 
Trina knows the area when she starts on any referrals in that area.  
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Checking out some plants 

October 2010  

I have worked on number referrals that are in Yunesitôin and Xeniôs Area of interest this month. 
Some  referrals are in Groundhog Creek, Fire Creek, Gaspard Lake and 4500 Road.  

On one referral we did previously, Trina and I went out to 4500 Road where Tolko had proposed a 

permit. We did the field visit back in October 27, 2010 where we made changes to buffers near 

streams, wetlands and a lake. We pulled the blocks back to address moose movement and     hab-

itat. Then on January 12, 2011 we went out to Xeni where John did his presentation to Xeni on the 

changes made based on TUS information and the field visit he conducted with us. The meeting 

turned out well. We addressed the M.O.U Agreement at that time as well when working on 4500 

Road. Some upcoming changes on the M.O.U Agreement is expected in the near future from this 

meeting. It was recommended that this referral be brought in front of Yunesitôin Chief & Council as 

well.  

We checked out the archaeology sites in Till Lake Area as well with Shelly Sellars, Leo Michelle.  
John showed us the sites and recommended that he drop the block close to the sites until this 
spring when we can see the sites during snow free conditions. They are harvesting 100% burned 
trees from 2010 Fire as a pilot project just to measure the economics of the timber and its use.  

Arc Sites  

Trina and I did a field trip to Churn Creek with Graeme McIntosh on October 28, 2010 to check if 

there were sufficient buffers near wetlands and streams.  

We came on some cabins that Gang Ranch uses during their round ups. We believe it is their   
cabins     anyway. There was a stream that runs close to them so it gave concerns to the type of 
harvest that would be done there. Need enough trees left behind so that snow does not melt too 
fast causing runoffs close to the cabins and the streams were wide enough that it needed some 
protection. Graeme said he had increased the buffer and WTP to address run-off concerns.  
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This stream is before the blocks we viewed  

November 2010  

Blaine and I discussed Rocky Point Project. We talked 

about update at Anaham Council meeting and including 

Phase 2 of Rocky Point Project.  This project would be a 

tool to address concerns shared by Anaham Members 

on the amount of    harvesting and the protection of    

wetlands behind Anaham.  

Riding Cabin on out skirts of block  Older cabin down stream from block.  

December 2010  

I worked with ID3864 Harvest of burn areas in Meldrum Creek. I gathered information off the portal 

to start write up. Once shape files was sent I was able to do TUS Analysis. I did the write up based 

on the information I had. New information presented itself and John Liscomb made me aware of it 

so we planned on a field visit in January 6, 2011 to address sites found.  

Sites are at CP002 in Till Lake area.  
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Sites found on Till Lake area  

¶ Sally Sellars, Glen (Soda Creek) and Leo Michelle of Williams Lake Indian Band also attended the field 

visit.  

¶ We walked to the sites and due to snow we decided to do another filed visit during snow free conditions. 

In the meantime blocks close to the sites would be held off until further inspection is made. I didnôt take 

the  camera so I have no pictures of the field visit but plan on bringing a camera on next field visit.  

Cabin located on edge of block  

Small Creek Crossing  

2011 Fire Season  

Fire Center wants me to update all information on our community 

members so that we are ready this year if a fire breaks out.  

To update your Par-Q and EFF Time Cards please see the       

following people in your respective communities. Shannon Stump 

for Xeni, Molly Hink for Yunesitôin, Geraldine Solomon for Tsi 

Deldel, Isabel Dodd for Tlôesqox, Rosaline Harry for Tlôetinqox 

TNG for Williams Lake Residence, and at Alexandria  Band office 

for members there.  

Standing Offer Contracts are open until May 30, 2011 for those 

that want to start up their own 5 packs for fire- fighting. Chris 

Dukelow and I are trying to get to communities for those that are 

trying to fill these contracts in case there are questions.  

January 2011  

¶ On January 6, 2011 

John and I visited the 

sites in Till Lake 

where Tolko had 

planned to deal with 

the burned timber 

there and see if there 

is a market for them.  


